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FROM 
FO AGE OF SEVENTEEN TO TWENTY-EIGHT ; 


wHEN 


He was Dot” to Trial before the Hrou Coury 
of JusTIcIAry, and received SxNTzNcs of 
Darn, on Tueſday, the 21ſt of December, 1790, 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, WHEN IN PRISON, 


* TO WHICH 18 ADDED, AN 
A P'P ED 1 * 
CONCERNING | 
His Conrzss810n of having Robbed the Dune 
BANK. 


. THE WHOLE CONTAINING 
A NARRATIVE of the moſt extraordinary and 


unexampled Depravity of Conduct perhaps ever 
exhibited to the World. 
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PRINTED FOR WILLIAM CREECH, 
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M DCC XC, 


INTRODUCTION, 
Ir hes ten found in every Wie hit hs 


wealth and luxury increaſed, crimes have 
multiplied. | 


Evzzr ſucceeding year ſhews us addi- 
tional reaſons, for an increaſing vigilance and 
activity of police, to preſerve our perſons 
and our properties. Without a ſtrict police, 
the bleſſings of civil ſociety cannot be en- 
joyed; and all the exertions of induſtry and 
virtue may be defeated. EF 


In ſeveral late criminal 'trials, it has ap- 
peared, that this country is conſidered by 
atrocious villains, as à region yet unexplor- 
ed, and open to depredations of every kind, 
with little riſk of detection, or fear of pu- 
niſhment, 


Joux 


( ir ) 


Joun Brown, Ali Humphry Moors, 
(than whom a more abandoned miſc 
has ſeldom appeared,) declared this to be 
his bellef, when he was examined on tlie 
trial of WILLIAM BRODIEN; and he acktiow- 
ledged, that this opinion was the occaſion 
of his coming to Scotland. We meet 

With the fame ſentiment in the folldwing 
| Theers | and ir therefore decotnies highly ne- 
| eſſary, to put the Public in general upon 
| their guarl againſt Fuck an increaſing evil; 
| and'to give civil magiſtrates every inf. 

tion of nefarious characters, and of the arts 
which they die to delude the un wary, 
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Ii £ollowtiig Narrative, wiltten by the 


unhappy man, undler an avowd fenſe of pe- 
nitence; exhibſts ch 4 continued train 
of crimes, as can ſcarcely be credited. Ma- 
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ny of them the public know to be facts : 
others cannot, however, be inveſtigated ; 
nor will it now ſerve any purpoſe to do ſo: 
—But all are probable. It is, indeed, ſeem- 
ingly impoſſible, to conceive that he could 
invent ſuch a variety of circumſtances, and 
names of places and perſons ; nor could he 
have any motive to make himſelf appear 
more wicked than he really was. Long after 
the Narrative was written by him, and when 
he was under ſentence of death, he re- 
peated the accounts of many of the crimes 
here narrated, to the clergyman who attend- 
ed him during that awfully intereſting pe- 
riod, | 


Taz Narrative is taken from his own 
hand-writing ; with corrections only of the 
ſpelling, and of grofely vulgar provincial 
idioms and expreſſions. 


. ̃ —— 
THE | 
LIFE any TRANSACTIONS 
3 by 
WILLIAM GADESBY, 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, IN PRISON. 


I WAS born in * city of Lirehßeld, in 
the county of Stafford, of honeſt and credi- 
table parents ; who gave me education as far 
as their circumſtances would allow, But being 
of a wild diſpoſition, I gave little attention 
to my education. My uncle, who is a farm- 
er in that county, took me under his charge 
at the'age of fourteen ; and having no child 
of his own, gave me great indulgence, till I 
became maſter of him, and then he fent me 
back to my father, 1 remained at home ſome 
time before I committed any act of theft. 
The firſt that I remember, was a pocket-bodk 
from a ftationer's ſhop, which theft having 
reached my father's ears, I was ſeverely beat 
for the crime, 


© At 
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At the age of ſixteen my father bound me 
apprentice to a black - ſmith at Birmingham, 
and I behaved myſelf very well for a conſider- 
able time. But getting acquainted with a 
gang of thieves proved my ruin. I was well 
{killed in making locks and keys, and I made 
many falſe keys and picklocks for them. With 
the aſſiſtance of theſe they robbed many capi- 
tal ſhops, and I got an equalſhareof their booty. 
My maſter getting intelligence of my connec- 
! tion with theſe people turned me off at the 
| age of eighteen, I ſometime after got the 
| place of boot-catch to a great inn in Birming- 
ham; and, being reckoned a clever lad, I was 
engaged by one Jenkins a player, and was 
to receive ten ſhillings a-week. I continued 
in this' way five months, when my extrava- 
gance rendered the wages inſufficient. I then 
engaged with æ gentleman that was going to 
travel, and I went with him to France. My 
| | maſter finding the inconvenience of my not 
| . underſtanding the language, was for parting 
| 


with me, but delayed for ſometime till he 
mould find one who would carry me back to 
England. My maſter being of a gay and diſ- 
ſipated diſpoſition, and being deſirous of 

being 


3 
being acquainted with the manners of tlie 
country, frequently left to me the charge of his 
cloaths and money; and particularly when he 
went out at one time with ſome companions, 
on a party of pleaſure, I knowing that I was to 
leave him very ſoon, thought it was high 
time to make my market. I therefore immedi- 
ately went off with his cloathing and money; 
which laſt amounted to 307 guineas, and I ar- 
rived ſafe at Dover, and then at London. My 
unſettled mind and fear of detection would not 
allow me to ſtop there, and I took a paſſage in 
a veſſel to Dublin. I there paſſed for a gentle- 
man's ſon. I gotacquainted with a young gen- 
tleman, and being very intimate in the family, 
in the courſe of three months I became the lo- 
ver of his ſiſter. All this ſcene I went through 
in the courſe ofa year. But my money becom- 
ing low, I was obliged again to take to my 
ſhifrs ; either to ſteal, or do what I could for 
money. I began to be athief again: and to ſave 


my credit, I wrote and forged letters to my 
miſtreſs, on pretence that I had received mo- 
ney from my friends to viſit my father. But 
being detected in an act of theft, I durſt no 
more write or approach the dwelling houſe of 

my 
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my miſtreſs, whoſe father threatened my life 
if I preſumed to come near his houſe, I then 
tried my fortune through ſome parts of Ire- 
land, but nothing remarkable happened. 

I left Ircland in the twentieth year of my 
age, and came to England, to the town I was. 
born in. My parents knew my bad charac- 
ter, and gave me little countenance. I therefore 
had my fortune to ſeek once more. On a Fri- 
day being market-day, I began to try my 
hand on picking pockets, and got a booty of 
ſixteen» guineas off a gentleman that I was well 
' acquainted with. I then left the place, and ſoon 
got a companion of the ſame profeſſion. We 
vent together through the country, and com- 
mitted numerous acts of theft. I was appre- 
hended at Stafford for picking a man's poc- 
ket of nine guineas, and ſtood my trial, but 
got off, for being publicly whipped. Five 
weeks after I got my liberty, I was appre- 
hended again for robbing a man of fifteen gui- 
neas, and ſtood my trial before Judge Buller, 
but got clear. I got a companion, and we. 
then went to London together. There we com- 
mitted many daring acts of theft and robbery, 
particularly one on a gentleman's carriage at 

den 


. 

ten o'clock. By miſtake in the duſk my com- 
panion's piſtol went off, and wounded me in 
the left hip, Finding London was too /harp 
for men of our trade, we determinedto leave' 
it, I was diſcovered, however, picking a gen- 
tleman's pocket of his purſe, which contained 
ſeventy guineas, and, after ſome time, finding 
I was purſued and would be taken, I threw it 
away; but when taken I was ſent to Tothill-' 
Fields Bridewell, for three months. After I was 
in Bridewell, Iſent for my companion, and he 
gave the jailor ſome money, and in leſs than 
fourteen days my liberation was obtained, on 
the footing of bad health. I left London 
four days after this, and went the direct road 
to Oxford; and I robbed two men on the 
road, but got very little from them. I be- 
came by this time very well known to the 

| greateſt part of the thieves in England, and 
was noted amongſt them for picking both 
locks and pockets, and there 1 were few that 
could ſurpaſs me. | 
I began to think it high time to alter my 
name, I therefore went under the name of 
Joux Sun, and made much booty in Ox- 
ford; but I left that city to go to a fair, to 
ſee 


1 


lest the place... We dined. at-an inn chat 
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ſee what I could get. The place was called 
Banbury about twelve miles from Oxford, I 
had not been long there before I joined a 
companion in the trade, and going together, 
we got ſome trifles from the multitude, but 
not ſufficient to ſupply our greedy minds. 

We were determined to have more before 


day, and ſupped there likewiſe, but left the 
place at night, determining to rob ſome per- 


_ ſon. Welighted on a gentleman and a lady 


in a carriage, and got between ſrxty and ſe- 


venty guineas, withagold, and a filver watch. 


We then took the direct road for Birming- 
ham, but nothing happened extraordinary on 
our travels; only that I ſtole two filver tan- 
kards at an inn at Coventry. When we 
came to Birmingham we got ready ſale for 
the watches and plate, 

Being too well known at Birmingham [1 
remained there but four weeks, during which 
time I drew up with a woman, and cohabited 
with her as man and wife. I left her, and 
took the road to Bath. At Glouceſter I took 
a booty to the value of eighty guineas from a 


ſilver ſmith, and then altered my route, taking 


the 


„ 

the ſtage- coach to Newmarket, where T had 
kearnt the races were to begin the next week. 
Arriving there twodays before the races, Iwent 
to the play, and got that night eighty guineas. 
I paſſed my time here among the girls of 
the place, and for a month appeared in the ha- 
bit of a gentleman, but got many a good beat- 
ing. When left this place, Thad ſtill remaining 
between ſeventy and eighty pounds, and was 
determined to ſee Bath. I went firſt to Brif- 
tol, and the night that I arrived there, I fell 
into company with three ſeafaring people, and 
won from them about 1001. at cribbage. The 
next day I went in the fly-coach to Bath. Here 
I began to think of a wife, as Bath was a place 
for a gentleman to make his fortune in that 
way, and I thought that I would try mine. I 
did all thatlay in my power to get acquainted 
with the young gentlemen in the place, and 
ſoon got acquainted with Mr a great 
merchant's ſon, who introduced me to a great 
deal of company. Being one night at the 
card- room, I had a great run of luck, and 
won near three hundred guineas from a 
young gentleman, but I being of a good natu- 
ral temper, beſides thinking it might ſerve o- 
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ther good purpoſes, made him a preſent of a 
hundred pounds of the money. He was very 
grateful to me for my generoſity, and invited 
me to his father's houſe, This invitation [ 


accepted of, and got good entertainment from 


his parents. My firſt introduction was to 
tea, and I ſtayed ſupper, In the courſe of con- 
verſation I gave them a deſcription of Ireland, 
as at this time, I paſſed for an Iriſh gentle · 
man, under the name of Mr John Burke, 


from the city of Dublin, I viſited this fami- 


ly very often, became very familiar in it, and 
attached myſelf to the young lady. I made 


her many valuable preſents to e my- 
| ſelf 1 in her favour. 


I committed few ee $9 8 
for I had ſuch luck at cards that I had no oc- 


caſion to employ other means for ſupplying 


myſelf with money; one exploit, however, 1s 


worth mentioning, viz. the robbery of the 


ſtage between Cricklade and Bath. There 


were ſix paſſengers in all, and I got from them 
a ſum of very near ſixty guineas. Being thus at 
perfect liberty, and unſuſpected, I uſed every 
endeavour to gain the favour and affection of 
the young lady above mentioned; and I ſuc- 


ceeded fo well, that ſhe was always obliging 
Et and 


1 
and remarkably civil to me. We frequently 
walked together in the country: But one day 
J unluckily happened to drop à letter out of 
my pocket from a man of my own profeſſion, 
who was then a priſoner in Exeter jail; and 1 
not miſſing it, ſhe had an opportunity of per- 
uling it, which made her acquainted with 
my true character. I did not fail to invent 
a number of ſtories, ſuch as chat it was a letter 
1 had found, &c.; but all theſe were to no 
purpoſe, when ſhe remarked that the direc- 


tion was to me at my lodgings. This was the 


occaſion of the match between us being broken 
off, I then thought my character would be 
blaſted at Bath, and I refolved to leave it; 
but before 1 did leave it, I committed the 

vileſt action of my life, which I think the 
greateſt ſin I have to anſwer for to God, and 
for which I feel the greareft affliftion,—Ha- 
ving ſettled all my affairs, and paid for my 

lodging, &c. I contrived to fend a letter to 
theyoung lady, requeſting her to meet me that 
evening near à certain gate at ni ne o clock 
that I might explain hat had happened. 
This ſhe cottiplied with. I ried my horſe to 


the gate, and talked with her for ſome time; 
| | HY _ and 
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and endeavoured to reconcile matters, but 
to no_ purpoſe. I then treated her very ill, 
mounted my horſe, took the road for 
Birmingham, and never after heard of, or 
ſaw her. 
I went the Marlborough road, and that 
night robbed the poſt, but got nothing of 
value. At Birmingham I went. under the 
name of John Brown, and got intimate with 
a woman that kept a houſe of bad fame: She 
' ſupplied me plentifully with money, and paid 
half. a · guinea a- week for my horſe at the li- 
very ſtables. I went to Litchfield races, where 
I loſt all my money, and was again. obliged 
to try my hand at my old trade; With a 
companion 1. there met, we robbed a gen- 
tleman of his purſe containing '33 gui- 
- neas. I returned again to Birmingham 
and lived with the woman above mention- 
ed for four months, during which time 
I committed many thefts, . I was appre- 
| hended on ſuſpicion, of a robbery, and 
lay & in jail eight weeks ; but ng proof com- 
ing out, I got clear. I then began to ſee, 
Be if 1 did not alter my courſe of life, 1 
Say” ſhould 
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ſhould ſoon be brought to the gallows, I now 
went northward, but without committing a- 
ny great acts of theft for ſome time. At 
Carliſle I picked a gentleman's pocket of 
Scots notes and caſh to the amount of 46 1, 


I then began to think of ſettling and return- 


ing to my own country. I engaged with a 
ſmith in Derbyſhire, and worked with him 
ſoberly and diligently for ſome months; till 
having ſeduced a ſervant girl, her ſituation 
obliged me either to marry her, or leave the 
country. I therefore left my maſter, which 
I was then ſorry to do, as he was making me 
a very capital workman, and went to the 
place where I was born. 1 there committed - 
ſome ſmall thefts, which obliged me to enlift 
for a ſoldier. I enliſted in the 7th regiment, 
or Royal Engliſh Fuſileers, then recruiting in 
Litchfield, March 1784. 1 joined the regi- 
ment at Glouceſter, and behaved myſelf ve- 
ry well for ſome months. Having been on 
a recruiting party at Leiceſter, and return 
ing with the recruits through Birmingham, 
I fell in with ſome of my old companions; 
and on the laſt of the three nights we halted 
there, I was concerned in taking a trunk from 

| behind 


| e 

behind a carriage. It contained wearing ap- 
parel of great value. I received my ſhare of 
this booty, and proceeded on our march with 
the recruits the next day. After I had again 
joined the regiment, I began to diſlike the 
military life, and I therefore deſerted in 
February 1785, as I well remember, on the 
5th day of the month. I went directly to 
find out my old companions at Birmingham ; 
but I ſoon learned they were all in priſon. I 
was therefore obliged to try my fortune in 
ſome other place. I then went to my pa- 
rents, and impoſed on them, by telling them 
I was behaving myſelf well. They did not 
know that I was a deſerter ; fo that they fur- 
niſhed me with both money and cloaths. I 
ſoon left them, being determined to begin 
my old trade of thieving. I went directly 
for Derby, and on the night of my arrival 
there, I ſtole from a ſhop-keeper near fix do- 
zen of ſilk handkerchiefs, and then travelled 
the country as a hawker ſelling them. In 
this progreſs 1 got acquainted with a northern 
traveller, and ſoon after I was taken up at 
Nottingham for paſſing bad money, which 
I and my companion had made, and was ſent 
#4 | te 
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to jail, Not knowing me to be a deſerter, 
the magiſtrates allowed me to enliſt. I accor- 
dingly enliſted in the dragoons under the 
name of John Boodle, and got three guineas 
bounty-money, I joined the regiment at 
Stamford, and behaved myſelf well for ſome 
weeks. Being at drill one day with my 
horſe, I received a hurt which diſabled me 
from my duty, and occaſioned my being ſent 
on a recruiting party only nine miles from 
the place in which I was born. This made me 
think that if I ſtopped there I ſhould be very 
ſoon apprehended. In the houſe where I was 
billeted, I picked the lock of my landlord's 
trunk, and took a ſuit of black clothes, and 
then deſerted in July 1785. I leſt my quar- 
ters at twelve o'clock at night, leaving my 
regimentals in place of my landlord's black 
ſuit, thinking an exchange no robbery, Lyas 
determined to go to Birmingham again; bur 
finding I could not reach it ſoon on foot, I 
took a horſe from a ſtable about fix miles 
from the place I left, and rode him many 
miles, and then turned him to graſs ; but 
whether his owner ever got him again 
I cannot tell. I got ſafe to Birmingham 
in the evening, Having little money, I 


began 


| (14) | 
began to try my hand at thieving again, 
Next morning I enquired for my old miſtreſs, 


but ſhe had left her former houſe, I found, 


however, one of my old companions, with 
whom I had done a deal of buſineſs. He got 
my cloaths changed as they were very re» 
markable. We then determined to travel to- 
gether: But making farther enquiry after 
my late miſtreſs, I found that ſhe was doing 

extremely well; and he took me to her new 


houſe. When ſhe ſaw me ſhe fainted ; for, 


as ſhe afterwards ſaid, ſhe had heard that I 
had been hanged at Nottingham for coining. 
I ſtopped here all-night, and when in bed, 


ſhe begged me to give her the hiſtory of my 


laſt travels, which I faithfully did. She pi- 


tied my ſituation very much, and begged me 


to ſtay with her and travel no more. I pro- 
miſed to do fo, and next day ſhe cloathed 
me extreniely well, and gave me a good 
watch, She never wanted money, for ſhe 
had then ten of the fineſt girls in the place 


in her houſe, I went about more like a gen- 
tleman than the bully of a bawdy-houſe, and 
was known at this time by the name of John 
Brown, Eſq. I ſtaid two months with this 

ID, _*_.__ woman, 
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woman, after which ſhe was ſeized with a 
fudden fit of illneſs, and died. I gave her 
a decent burial, and ordered the girls to leave 
the houſe, I fold all the goods, and paid the 
landlord the houſe-rent, we which I had | 
about 121. * JK f 

I fent eee ee 
him at the ſign of the red lion at Digbroth v. 
We then concerted what was to be done, and 
we agreed that the roads would be the beſt 

place we could go to. That ſame night we got 

three watches and near forty guineas. We 
fold the watches, but at aſtoniſhingly low 
prices. If bad the King's crown of gold, I 
could fell it in Birmingham. We left Birming- | 
ham, and went to Warwick; and there I al 
tered my name again, calling myſelf John 
Booth, as that was my mother's maiden 

name. We committed here ſome few crimes, 

but not worth mentioning. 

We went from Warwick, to Ipſwich in 
Suffolk, where I contrived to pick a man's 
pocket of near an hundred and fifty pounds, | 
IM left the place that AI night, and took 

the 
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coach to Nothingham, Here I learned that 
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the road to Cambridge. When we came 


there, I found that my companion was too 
well known, and we were obliged to take to 
ſome other quarter. I was. deſirous that he 
would go to Scotland, as I told him that was 


a very flat place ®, He ſaid he did not wiſh to 
go there, as he had been twice baniſhed from 


the country already. We therefore agreed to 
go to the north of England, and firſt took the 


William Cook, an old companion of mine lay 
under ſentence of death. I wentto ſee him 
next day, and finding him in a bad ſituation, 
I made him a preſent of two guineas. He 
begged of me that I would leave my way of 
life; and I promiſed to do ſo the firſt good 
booty that I made. I left him, but his ſitu- 
ation and advice made no impreſſion on me. 
1 left Nothingham, and then my compa- 
nion and I went to Leeds fair. Here I pick- 
ed a farmer's pocket of ſixty guineas. We 
ſtopped four days, and returned on our road 

* In the ſang language, or that of thieves, @ flat ſignifies au 
ynguarded, unſuſpicious perſon. FA ſbarp is one who is on his 
guard, and is ſuſpicious of roguery. Scotland therefore being 
termed a fat country, means, that the people are eaſily impoſed 


upon, and not knowing in the tricks of ſharpers and ſwindlers, 


(n 


0 Birmingham. We went by the way of 
Sheffield, and there I picked ſeveral pockets, 
but of no value. We went from thence in 
the coach to Leiceſter, and there we commit - 
ted many robberies during our ſtay of ſeven 
weeks. The many robberies committed at 


Leiceſter, occaſioned a {trift enquiry to be 


made, and every ſtranger was apprehended; 
and I among others. My companion, how- 
ever, got fortunately outof the way, otherwaſe 
it might have been very be 1 for us both. I 
was examined, and a ſilver watch found upon 
me; the maker's name and number of which 
being eraſed, and twenty-ſix guineas found 
in my pocket, occaſioned: great ſuſpicion as» 
gainſt me. But no clear evidence coming 
out, I eſcaped puniſhment. I was, however, 
ſorn to, as a deſerter from the 7th regiment, 
and I lay eight weeks and four days in priſon, 
and then I was ſent to join the regiment at 
Plymouth, near the Land's End of England. 
On the march from Glouceſter to Exeter, at 
2 place called Wellington, the money of our 
party ran low. I prevailed hy my addreſa in 
having my hand-cuffs taken off, as L could 
procure money, others could not, It wat 

C market- 
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market-day, and I went to the market-place 
amongſt the farmers. I picked a farmer's poc- 
ket of eighteen guineas and ſeventeen ſhil- 
lings. There were three ſoldiers and a cor- 
poral with me. I gave them eight guineas, 
and kept the reſt to myſelf. Beſides I treat- 
ed them that evening with fix half crown 
bowls of punch, and we were all very merry. 
We proceeded the next day for Exeter, and 
there I was a priſoner under the 4oth regi- 
ment. Nothing particular happened between 
Exeter and Plymouth barracks, where I ar- 
rived the firſt of November, 1785, and I 


think it was on a Sunday. | was committed 


to the black-hole, and was afterwards tried 
by a court-martial. Being a likely young man 
the major was not for puniſhing me, and I 
was only confined to the black-hole for five 
days. After this I behaved myſelf well, and 
was always reckoned a good clean ſoldier, 
and gained the good opinion both of the ſol- 
diers and officers of the regiment. I took up 
_. with a woman here, and lived with her as my 
wife, and ſhe kept me in pocket-money and 
every thing I wanted. In the latter end of 
er I was ordered on a party, Viz, 

_ Twenty: 
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twenty-five o four regiment, and twenty-five 3 
of the 22d regiment, to do duty on board a 
Dutch veſſel that had got on ſhore. The ſhip © 
being loaded with valuable goods, the coun- 
try people were eager to plunder her. The 
naine of the place where this happened is 
Padſtow, and a good quarter it is for ſoldiers, 
The captain of the ſtranded veſſel paid a ſhil- 
ling a day for each ſoldier. When I was on 
duty, I ſold many of the things put under 
my charge; and the ſailors knowing nothing 
of the language or manners of our country, 
it was eaſy to take them in, There were on- 
ly two men on board that could ſpeak any _ 
Engliſh at all. We remained here ſeventeen 
days, and when I matched to join the regi- 
ment again, I had in money twenty-four 
guineas and eleven dollars, beſides ſome va- 
luable goods. When we arrived at Plymouth- 
dock barracks, I went to my fair doxy, and 
ſhe was very happy at my return and ſuc- 
ceſs, I now kept up the' drinking ſcheme, 
and in four weeks I had not a penny left. As 
my pretended wife had at this time a houſe 
well furniſhed, I got her perſuaded toſellalloff, 


as I told her, it was impoſſible to carry houſe- 
a hold 


0 every thing, the bad fourteen pounds. 
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hold goods or furniture on the march. She 
accordingly did as I withed, and after paying 


This kept me in drink for a conſiderable time; 
but when it was all gone 1 made her ſell her 
beſt cleaths. When | found I had got all that 
the had, and there was nothing more to ex- 
pect. Iturned her off, when we marched from 
Plymouth on the twenty-fifth of April 1786. 
iarkable happened till we came to Exeter, and 
there I picked the lock of one of my land- 
lord's trunks, and took out of it half a guinea 
and ſome ſmall filver. We marched next 
morning, and I heard nothing of the theft, 
as | ſuppoſe it would be ſome time before the 
money was miſſed, We arrived at Bath upon 
a Saturday, and were to halt all next day. In 
the houſe where I was billetted, I made a con- 
queſt of the maid-ſer vant, and we ſlept toge- 
ther, She was determined to go with me, 
and be married, but her friends interpoſed. - 
Indeed I only intended to have carried her on 
as long as her money and cloaths laſted, We 
proceeded from Bath to Gloceſter, ane there 
21 | 


When 
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When we left Gloceſter, I carried two of. 
my landlord's. tea-{poons with, me. At Wor- 
ceſter, however, I ſtole three dozen of wo- 
men's gloves, ſome blue, forme green, from a 
glover who lived in my landlord's entry. 
When we arrived at Birmingham I met with 
ſome of my old companions, and being of- 
fered ſome handſome preſents, I choſe a ſil- 
ver watch. They did every thing in their, 
power to induce me to deſert, butat that time 
I was bent upon Scotland. 'The regiment 
halted two days at Birmingham, and I did not 
paſs that time without ſome acts of theft. In 
particular, my landlord being an engraver, 
1 ſtole a large quantity of coat and waiſtcoat 
buttons. We came next day to my native 
place, and my parents were very happy to fee 
me. They got leave from the major for me 
to ſtop a day with them, and to join the regi- 
ment the next, but I ſtaid four days. I was 
now determined to deſert, but my ſcheme 
reaching my father's ears, he threatened to 
have me taken up. But on giving me ſotne 
guineas I promiſed to join the regiment, and 
accordingly, I overtook them at Matlock, 
The major, with whom I was a favourite, 


did 
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did not confine me, but gave me a ſevere re- 
primand. The regiment went forwards, and 
I was never ſober, till I had ſpent all my mo- 
ney. I was perfectly honeſt till we came to 
Leeds. There I ſtole from an inn a horn cup 
ripped with filver on the top and bottom, and 
alſo two filver ſpoons. I ſold them that ſame 
evening to a perſon that I knew was accuſ-- 
tomed to buy ſuſpicious goods. At Darling-- 
ton I met with one of my old companions, 
and he gave me two guineas. He is well 
known in Scotland, and is at the time I am 
writing this, a convict for Botahy-bay. 

I left Darlington next morning, and part- 
ed with my companion, but not without plen- 
ty of liquor. At Belford 1 was quartered in 
a ſhoemaker's houſe, and I ſtole from him the 
morning of our departure, a quantity of lea- 
ther, which I ſold at Berwick for twelve fhil- 
lings. During our ſtop of ſome days at Ber- 
wick, I ſtole two ſilver cups, and fold them 
for two guineas. Fromthence we were march- 
ed to Muſſelburgh to remain ſome time. I 
was ſent to Edinburgh for three days on a re- 
eruiting party, and there I got intimate in a 

| public- 
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public-houſe in the Graſs-· market, with a gen · 
tleman that ſuffered about two years ago. 
When the party went back to Muſſelburgh 
I ſold a pair of ne ſhoes toa country- fellow, 
and while he was bufy trying them on, I 
picked his pocket of eight ſhillings. But he 
miſſing the money, it was with difficulty I 
perſuaded him that he had left it at home. I 
then got three ſhillings for my ſhoes, which 
I thought were well ſold. I was exceedingly 
ſorry that I could not get his pocket-book for 
there were a good many notes in it. 
I was ſoon after this ſent with a working 
party to the north of Scotland. We left Muſ- 
ſelburgh in July, and were to go to Dunkeld. 
We went through Edinburgh, and while we 
ſtopped, I ſtole a ſhirt, a pair of women's black 
ſtockings, and a worſted night-cap, from a 
houſe in the Canongate. We went that night 
ro Inverkeithing, after croſſing the ferry. 
Here I ſold the ſhirt for three ſhillings, and 


I ſtole a filk handkerchief from the houſe 


where we were drinking, We marched next 
morning, and reached Kinroſs, where I ſtole 
from my quarters a white ſtock and filver 
ſtock buckle. The next day we arrived at 

perth 
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perth on the market - day, and-there being 
ſtage· doctor, I thought of trying my hand in 
the croud as I was ſhort of money. The firſt 
thing I got my hand upon, was a woman's 
Bible, but it being covered, I took it for 2 
pocket-book, ' Finding my miſtake, I was re- 
| ſolved to try for ſomething elfe, and got fix 
pocket handkerchiefs, and at laſt a pocket- 
book; which contained ſome bills and two 
twenty ſhilling notes. Before I left the place 
I heard ſome perſon ſay that there was ſome 
Peet and 2 made off 
I went eee 8 my com- 
panion one of the notes to get ſilver, and 1 
took the other myſelf for the ſame purpoſe. 
The woman of the houſe where { changed my 
note, aſked if I would take five {billings of 
halfpence, which 1 agreed to. She left me 
in a ſmall room while ſhe went to fetch the 
change, and I ftole from a cupboard a quan- 
tity of halfpence I ſaw there. I then went to 
my companion, and found he had got change, 
and gave him five ſhillings for his trouble. I 
alſo ſold the Bible to my landtady for a pine 
re h Not being contented with what 
I had 


4 bib you, I went back to the 5 

tor's, but found the multitude moſtly gone. 
I went then to the fleſh-marker, and took a 
purſe from a woman which had twelve. ſhil- | 
lings in it. My companion and I then went 
to a public-houſe, where we drank very hear- 
tily. . We wanted to go to a houſe of bad 
fame; and I gave a barber half a crown to 
conduct us, and we ſtaid till near three o'clock 
in the morning in the monſter's, - When 
coming home I broke the window · ſhutter of 
« ſhop, and got ſeveral things, particularly a- 
bout thirty pieces of ribhons. We then went 
directly to our quarters, and left the placethe 
next morning for Dunkeld. We came to a 
river cloſe by that place, and I being much in 
liquar, I would not pay for the ferry, and 
was determined to ford the river. In at- 
tempting this, I was carried off my feet, and 
with the weight of my knapfack I certainly 
would ſoon have loſt my life, if the boatmen 
had not come to my relief, and taken me up. 
I had at this time near two guineas in my 
pocket. When J recovered, I gave the two 
bogtigen who had ſaved me, one ſhilling a- 
iet, 4 e worth of nne 
quartered 
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quartered at 4 public-houſe near the croſs at 
Dunkeld, and met with very civil uſage. We 
halted here on Suriday, and next day went 
to a place called Strathbrand. 

At 4 place called Amultee we got our 
meal, viz. a peck a- week for each man. 
While they were buſy ſerving out the meal 
chere, I flipped into another room, and ſtole 
2 pale of wortetis hoes, with filver buckles, 
and a large mutton ham. F gave the hath 
to my compatiion ts carry to quarters, We 
went into another room, and there we found 
under the bed a ſmall barret; which being 
examined proved to be whiſky. 1 fearched 
about, and found ſome empty bottles in u 
eornet; and afterwards got a cock, aniL we 
tapped che barrel, and carried off five bottles 
each, which we concealed in the bag with 
our meal It was not miſſed for ſoine-time ; 
bur, ſhame to the party, one of them told the 
truth concerning this theft, But the whole, 
except this one, paid a ſhilling a-piece rather 
than ſec me ſent off a priſoner ; and I promif- 
ed to pay them again. 

Lowe hate ber den de Hier l em- 
mitted any other theft, only a fingle bottle 


* 
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of whiſky from a public-houſr. I then with 
my comrade ſtole from a green twelve thirts, 
two velveret waiſtcoats, and ſore ſtockings, 
and we hid them in a heap of ſtones, We 
were four weeks in this quarter; and in the 
courſe of that time we broke the houſe of one 
Catharine Gordon, and got ſome womens 
wearing apparel, I got them ſold eaſily to 4 
<ravelling man who went through the co 


try⸗ 


1 now got acquainted with a maid ſervant 
of the name of M*Leod, and was a great fe- 
vourite with her, When we had got the 
goods which were concealed in the heap of 
ſtones made clean and ready by means of the 
ſoldiers wives, we were ordered to Blair of 


Athol; but we carried the goods with us, 


Me fold them afterwards to one . 

a change-keeper, | 
We ſtopped at a place about nine miles 
from Dunkeld,and there my companions and 
I ſtole a nuruber of yards of linen then bleach- 
ing, with ſhirts, handkerchiefs, ſtockings, &c. 
But the ſhirts being given to one of the ſol- 
diers wives to pick the marks out, ſhe was 
| diſcovered by the landlord of our quarters 
9 and 


| 
| 
| 
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and a warrant being obtained for ſearching, 
the whole goods were found. We were tas 


ken priſoners” that evening, and next morn- 


ing were carried before a juſtice of the peace, 
The juſtice having been a late captain in the 


army, took the ſoldiers part, and told the 


people who had Joſt the goods, that they 
might be very well ſatisfied that they had re- 
covered them. He then deſired us to go with 
our party ; but, before we went, he order- 


us all four a dinner in the kitchen: and a ve- 


ry good one it was. Having ſome time to 


conſider, we determined to have ſomething 


more from his worſhip, and. accordingly 
brought off two hams with us. 


/ The Sunday following we went over a 


river to a ſmall pretty village. We went to 
the change-houſe, and I picked the lock of 


a trunk, and got ſome ſhirts, and near forty 


ſhillings in filver. I gave two of my com- 
panions the ſhirts and ſent them off, I and 
another 'ſtaid behind en lee eee 
and we came off without diſcovery, | 
When I came home to quarters, I receiv- 


ed a letter from my laſt-mentioned miſtreſs, 
7 rg | 5 
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(M'Leod,) and that evening I wrote the fol- | 


en anſwer: 


* Moſt adorable Kate! 


Te. is to inform you, that I received 
yours 
* your letter; I am the happieſt man jn the 
world. For I can ſafely ſay that Thave'not 


© had an hour's pleaſure fince I ſaw you, and 
never ſhall till I have the pleaſure of ſee- _- 
ing you again, —As it does not ly in my 
power to call upon you, pleaſe to do me the 


* favour to leave your place, and bring all 


* your cloaths with you, as I do intend to be- 


* have myſelf as a man to you, and have got 


* liberty to join with you in the holy ſtate of 


matrimony.—— This is all from a diſtrac- 
ted lover; and I do expect to ſee you in- 
* ſtead of another letter. is #4 


Wu. Gapn8py *. 


> Aa cnn of i ling wa ing n | 


this letter is ſubjoined. 
* Moſt adorable Kate | 
© This Is to In Term you Gre k yin hifi tis 
d Think that wn 


ig day, and think if you comply to 2. 
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I gave this letter to the bearer of hers. 
My companions and I then paſſed the even 
ing (although it was Sunday) in drinking; 
and alſo ſold fix ſhirts to . before men- 
tioned for nine ſhillings: and he told me, 
that whatever we got he would buy, as he 
bad 2 friend in Perth who kept a pawn-bro- 
ker's ſhop. | 

We attended to our work all the following 
week, but our money was all ſpent on Satur- 
turday night. We were therefore determin- 
ed to try our hands again; and we went four 
miles into the country, and there broke a 
barn, and in @ cheſt got four very good coun- 
try blankets, and ſome ſheets, We ſold them 
the next day, which was Sunday, to F-—, 


J went to my quarters that evening a little 


© man In the world For I can ſafdey Bay that 1 ave not ad a 
s Howers Pleſor Since I ſeed you Laſt and never ſhall Till I ave 
© the Pleſor of ſecing you A gain And as It Dus not Lay In 
my Power to Call on you Pleas to Do Me the Favour to Leave 
© your Plaſe And Bring «ll your Cloſe With you As I Do In 
© tend to Beave My ſelf As a Man to you And ave Got Liberty 
to Goine to you In that Holey State of Matermony This Is all 
* From Dee Lover and Do Expect to ſee you In Sted of 


rr wt 
Me. Gabe r. 
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me that my wife was come, I told her I had 
a wife, but had left her to finiſh the harveſt, 
and on going into the cow-houſe (or byte) 1 


found Kate afliſting my lafidlady's daughter _ 


4 4 
a 
-7 


in milking the cows. We were very happy 
at meeting, and the people behaved to her e- 


tremely well. One night, however, I came 


home in liquor, and I took all her cloaths, 
and ſold them for three poumds to y and 
ſhe had an excellent gold ring. The next day 
1 got the landlady to turn her our of quay- 
ters, as 1 told her ſhe was a bad woman; and 
accordingly that day we got her mobbed out 
of the place. She went off, and I never ſaw 


money was ſpetit. | 

We were fent to a place called Palneear- 
doch; to work oirthe roads; but I and eleven 
more went with the engineer forwards to Dal- 
whinnie, where we halted.. There was a pack- 
man or pedlar in the houſe ſelling goods, and 
I thought of tryiag my hand upon him. Ac- 
cordingly, I contrived to ſteal from him fix 
yards of printed cotton, ſome ribbons, lace, 
and three handkerehiefs. But one of our 


the worſe of liquor, and my landlady told 


party 


her again. I continued to drink till all this 
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party finding out this theft, I was obliged to 
give him a large ſhare to ſtop his mouth; The 
next day we advanced to where we were to 
work, and on the road ſtole a ſheep from a 
ſheeling, and broughtit to our quarters, where 
it was cooked. The packman, however, miſ- 
ling the lace and ſome of the other things, 
followed us, and to prevent my going to goal, 
I gave all up to him that I had. We left our 
work the latter end of the year, and when we 
returned to Dunkeld, we got a good dinner 
from the Duke of Athole. That ſame night 
1 was concerned in ſtealing ſome linen from 
the Commiſlary. Next day we went to Cu- 
par of Angus, on our road to Dundee, to join 
the regiment, On this march I picked up ſome 
ſmall things, and brought them ſafe to Dun- 
dee. I did no buſineſs there for ſome time, 
but about a month after we arrived, I was ſtop- 
ped for ſelling ſome wearing apparel, and be- 
ing tried by a court - martial, I was ſentenced 
to receive $800 laſhes, but only got 250, and 
was kept in the black-hole ten weeks. But this 
puniſhment did not cure me of my diſpoſi- 
tion to thieving, for I picked a gentleman's 

pocket after this at Dundee. When I got my 
| lüberty, 
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liberty, made my addreſſes to a decent ſer- 
vant girl; but when ſhe knew of my charac- 
ter, and the puniſhment I had received, ſne 
left me, and it was well for her, for I would 
have been her ruin, I lived, however, with 
another woman as my wife, and left her when 
the regiment marched for Fort George. I be- 
haved myſelf well there for twenty weeks. 
But one night I went to Campbletown, and 
ſtole ſome ducks, for which I received no 
payment but 200 laſhes ; and I was ban ill 
after this puniſhment. 

On our march ſouthward by Banff, Aber- 
deen, and Montroſe, I committed ſeveral thefts. 
We came again to Dundee, where we halted 
ten days, and during that time I committed 
ſeveral crimes. In particular, a brewerie, 
where we had intelligence that there was a 
deal of money in the counting-houſe, But 
after breaking the place we only got ten ſhil- 
lings. We had information that there was 
four hundred pounds there the night before. 
This was a great diſappointment. When we 
came to Edinburgh caſtle I behaved myſelf 
well for ſome time. I do not chooſe to write 
any thing concerning my tranſaQions at E- 

E dinburgli 
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dinburgh, in my preſent ſituation. I came 
to the caſtle May 15, 1788. The regiment 
was reviewed .the ſeventeenth of June on 
Bruntsfield-links, and on the twentieth 1 got 
acquainted with Margaret Hamilton whom I 
afterwards married, and have conſtantly ad- 
hered to ſince. I lived a ſober life while in 
Edinburgh caſtle, but not without committing 
ſome petty crimes, ſuch as ſhop-lifting. 

We left Edinburgh to go to Glaſgow, 
where we arrived ſome time in April 1780. 
I behaved well for a long time, and getting 
employment at Anderſton, I could earn ſome- 
times ten and fifteen ſhillings a- week. In Glaſ- 
gow I got acquainted with a gang of thieves, 
as we all know one another by our language. 
My wife and I having once harboured them 
in our houſe, we were very uneaſy that we 
could not afterwards keep them away. My 
wife bought a gown from one of them, and he 
being apprehended, told to whom he had fold 
the gown: ſhe was confined for this, ten weeks, 

During this time I began my old trade a- 
gain, with ſome of the regiment, and ſome 
town blackguards. I dont think Iwould have 
* this if my wife had had her liberty. 

The 


15 


The firſt night we went out we ſtole ſome 


whiſky from a cellar; and the ſame week 


broke into a gentleman's houſe at Little Go- 
van, and from thence got ſome wearing ap- 


parel, ſome ducks and fowls. On Saturday 


night that ſame week I and a townſman : 
broke a houſe near St Andrew's church, 
and got ſome ſilver plate, and two new hats. 
We ſold all the next day, as I was well ac- 


quainted where to difpoſe of them. I never 
was in a town three days before J * out a 
place of that kind. 

The next week and two of my know 
ſoldiers broke the poors houſe, and ſtole ſome 
clothes and ſhoes, and a plated tankard, which 
we thought had been filver.— 
lowing we went into the country, and broke 
into a houſe ; and I going in, was obliged to 


return, on account of the intollerable ſmell. 


—On making enquiry afterwards, we found 
that it was the unknown work ®, ——We got 
nothing there, but we reſolved to have ſome- 
thing before we ſlept. We went half a mile 
further, and robbed a bleaching green of hol- 


land, dimitty, and ſtockings. We kid part 


in 
* This is ſuppoſed to be the Cud · bear manufaQtory. 


The night fol- 
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in a hay-ſtack, where it was diſcovered next 
day, and the people got their own again.— 
On Saturday night we went to the country 
again, and got a number of fowls: ſome 
we ſold, and uſed the reſt, 

A few nights after, 1 and two of my fel- 
low-ſoldiers, broke into a cellar, and got a 
quantity of ſalted beef, bottled porter, and 
ſome whiſky, Not ſatisfied with that, we 
broke another, and got a quantity of ſalt 
herrings. The next week we broke into 
a cellar in the Calton, and got ſome bottled 
porter, The ſerjeant hearing of the bad way 
I was going on, and frequently ſeeing me in 
liquor, ſpoke to the officer, and I'was order- - 
ed to join the party at Port Glaſgow. 

I left my wife in priſon, after giving her 
what money I had, and marched with the 
party on Friday, On Monday I went to work 
jn the dry-dock at Port-Glaſgow, and got 
five ſhillings for two days. The next day 
I got nine ſhillings for nine hours heaving 
ballaſt into the ſhip Britiſh Queen. I ſent 
my wife two ſhillings to get her tea and ſu- 
gar. | 

Having ſpent all my money, I reſolved to 
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try the country houſes; and I and my com- 
rades committed ſeveral depredations 1 in the 
neighbourhood. 

We had formed a ſcheme for robbing a fil- 
ver- ſmith's ſhop, but were prevented in the 
execution by ſome taylors. We after- 
wards broke a hard-ware ſhop, but what we 
got was of little value. 

We were ſoon after this ſent acroſs the 
Clyde to work, but had to return every Sa- 
turday evening to ſhow ourſelves to the of- 
ficer of the party on Sunday. My wife had 
now got her liberation, and had come to 
Port-Glaſgow ; and I carried her with me a- 
croſs the river on the Monday morning. 

I worked very hard for a fortnight, when 
we were ordered to join the regiment at 
Glaſgow. When the party left Port-Glaſ- 
gow, I was much the worſe of liquor, and 
could not keep up. My wife and I, took 
twenty hours to travel twenty miles, but I 
joined on Sunday evening. 

I now hired a room in the Gorbals, a 
continued there till I was ſent to goal. 
One night when I was on guard, my comrade 
and I broke open the window of a ware- 

room 


1 


room, which we left, being afraid of being 
miſſed at the guard - room. 

What had been done, being obſerved by 
ſome paſſengers, created an alarm, and in- 
formation was ſent to the guard-room. My 
comrade and I, among others, were appoint- 
cd to the duty of guarding the broken ſhop. 

While we were ſtationed in the place, I pick- 
ed one of the gentlemens pockets of a pair of 
new buckles and a pack of cards. When 
my comrade and [ were relieved from this 
duty, we contrived to break another ware- 
houſe in a different quarter, and got a great 
quantity of ſhawls, We could have done a 
deal more if it had not been ſo late in the 
morning, and a ſtir in the ſtreets beginning 
at ſix o'clock. 

After this we broke a ware-houſe i in Stock- 
well ſtreet, and got a quantity of wine and 
rum in bottles. We got ſale for the rum 
and the ſhawls, but we drank the wine.— 
My wife was very angry with me, and after 
this would not let me go out at night; fo 
that what I did for ſometime afterwards, was 
done the nights I was on guard. According- 


ly, the next guard I was on, we ſtole, ſome 
ſalted 


6 
ſalted beef, and a quantity of bottled porter, 
and ſold them next day for ten ſhillings, 
Another guard I was on, my comrade and 
I opened a window, and took out of a houſe 
a man's coat, waiſtcoat, and breeches, which 
we ſold the next day. I now got my wife's 
mind reconciled to my going out at night. 
! went one night with two more, but we got 
nothing. The next night, however, that we 
went out, we were more ſucceſsful, and rob- 
bed a houſe about four or five miles from the 
town. There were four of us, and we brought” 
away a quantity of wearing apparel, and 
ſome table-cloths, ſheets, and blankets, &c. ; 
part of which we hid in a hay ſtack, Gabe 
we ſold. Thoſe left in the hay ſtack were 
diſcovered, and returned to the owners, as 
we heard “. 

About four days after this, one of my 
companions came to my room, and deſired 
me to go along with him to a place where 
chere was plenty of geeſe. We went and 

broke 

* It appeared, however, on the trial at Glaſgow, 2gth of 
April, 1790, that one of the four had ſtolen the articles from the 


hay-ſtack : and one of his fellow-priſoners, then at the bar, ſaid, 
He indeed deſerved to be hanged, for he had flolen from his friends. 
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broke open the door, but he found no geeſe; 
but ſaid there was a ſow. I deſired him to 
bring it out, but on kicking it, he heard the 
rattling of a large chain, and ran off. A few 
days afterwards we underſtood that it was a 
bear in the yard, 

. I and one of my companions went out an- 
other night, and we met a gentleman who 
gave us half-a-crown to convoy him home, 
as he was afraid from the numerous robbe- 
ries that had lately happened. When we ar- 
rived 'at his houſe, he made us drunk, and 
'then we were determined to break open ſome 
houſe. Accordingly, we forced open a win- 
dow, and my companion going in, found it 
was a chapel or church, and nothing to be 
got but ſome candles and candleſticks. 

The next week I and two more went out 
on the Kirkintilloch road, and we robbed 
a a houſe of ſome linens and wearing apparel, 
and ſome fowls. We had ſome difficulty in 
carrying this booty ſo far, but we got all 
ſafe, and had ready ſale the next day, — 
This kept us drinking for ſome days. 
On going along the ſtreet one day, a ſol- 


dier told me that one Dallas had been enquir- 
ng 
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ing for me at the guard-houſe, and he inform- 
ed me where he was quartered. I went and 
found him, and brought him to my room, 
and gave him the beſt I had, to eat and drink. 
He told me that Tennant was to be hanged “, 
and I was very ſorry for it, ——l got ac- 
quainted with theſe two men, when I was 
with the regiment in Edinburgh caſtle, 

The night Dallas was in Glaſgow, I and 
one of my companions ſtole a pocket-book 
from a merchant's counter, and we found 
only one twenty ſhilling note in it. Dallas 
called the next morning at my room, before 
he marched, and I gave him plenty of drink, 
and a ſhilling to put in his pocket. He went 

F. to 


* Tennant is now a priſoner in Edinburgh jail. He was con- 


demned to be hanged, but received a reprieve fine die. Dallas was 


at one time a priſoner with Tennant. When Dallas's period of 
confinement was out, it is ſaid that he and one M*Donald contriv- 
ed to ſend the next day a buttered roll to Tennant for breakfaſt, in 
the heart of which a ſpring-ſaw was concealed, and this was acci- 
dentally detected by the innerkeeper of the jail. Dallas, who 
from eleven years of age had been convicted af many houſe and 
ſhop-breakings, but got off with ſmall puniſhments on account of 
his youth, turned evidence againſt Gadeſby, on the late trial when 
Gadeſby was condemned. After Dallas had remained many weeks 
in priſon, ſuſpected of being an accomplice of Gadeſby's, the diſ- 
eovery which brought on the late trial, was at laſt made by the 
means of Tennant.—Such is the picture of thieves ! 


— — — 
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do join his regiment, and I never ſaw him 37 
gain till in Edinburgh. 

One night in the Calton of Glaſgow, I 
broke open a ſhop, and got ten ſhillings and 
{ix pence in the drawer, and brought away 
two cheeſes, and ſome tea and ſugar. There 
was a woman in the back- room, in bed, and 
I went and lighted a candle; but ſhe was ei- 
ther ſo afraid, or ſo faſt aſleep, that I met 
with no diſturbance. | 

A few nights after this, being on guard, 
a companion and I broke a hen-houſe in 
Gibſon's wynd, and got three hens.— 
I would adviſe all officers on guard to call the 
roll every hour, for we had plenty of liberty. 
One evening, two of my companions came 
to my room, and aſked if l would go and try 
ſome of the ſhops. Accordingly we went, 
and from a ſhop in the Gallow-gate got a do- 
zen of ſilk handkerchiefs. 

I was afterwards detected in ſtealing ſome 
ready-made ſhoes, and was ſent to the guard- 
houſe; and I expected to be tried by a court- 
martial, but the man failing to proſecute, [ 
got free. 

The ſame night that I was releaſed, Land one 

of 
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bf my fellow ſoldiers ſer out at ten o clock for 
the country, and on our road we ſtopped a 
man. He had only a ſhilling and a few 
half-pence; and, telling a lamentable ſtory, 
I gave him back his money, and with a kick, 
I bad him go home to his wife and family. 
We went forward to Anderſton, but got no- 
thing there. On the road to Woodſide we 
got ſome fowls ; but not contented with this, 
we btoke into another houſe. I entered thro” 
the window of a waſhing-houſe, but we got 
nothing in it, except ſome bread and cheele ; 
and there being a good fire, we ſat down, and 
enjoyed ourſelves for ſome time; We open- 
ed a door that led to the garden, and from 
thence we opened a back-window, and got 
fome womens and childrens wearing apparel, 
as ftockings, gowns, petticoats, &c. and the 
next day we ſold the greateſt part of them. 
The next time I was on guard, I and one 
of my companions broke two windows, but 
got nothing worth mentioning, That ſame 
night we broke a cellar near the guard-houſe, 
and got ſome liquor, We could have got a 
great deal more here, but the people being a- 

larmed, we made off. We then went down 
2 
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| A cloſe, and opened the window of a houſe 
belonging to one M Alpin a baker. The firſt 
thing 1 got was a great coat and ſome blue 
<Rton yarn, But while I was buſied pick- 
ing the locks of a cheſt of drawers; my com- 
panions begged of me to come out, as the 


people he ſaid were getting up. We com- 
mitted ſeveral other robberies both 1 in town 
and country. | 


One night that I was on engl I and two 
of my fellow ſoldiers broke a cellar, and got 
out of it a parcel of ſmoothing irons, a ſalt 
tongue, and ſome bottles of ale, and three of 
vinegar, —A few nights after we tried the 
country again, but got Tree but ſome 
fowls. 

On the 8th of March 1790, when I had 
come off guard, the town-officers came to my 
room to make a ſearch for goods, They aſk- 
ed if I had ever ſold any thing to ſerjeant 
Crabb ? I denied that I had: But they 
fearched and found ſome ſhirts and linens, 
the marks of which had not been taken out. 
Crabb's wife ſwore, that thoſe found in her 
poſſeſſion ſhe bought from me: But I had 
only ſold her two; the reſt ſhe had bought 

| from 
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from my companions. The officers making 
a further ſearch, found ſome table-cloths, 
which had been left at my houſe in order to 
be ſold, at a time when I was on guard. 

I was committed to priſon to take my tri- 
al at the next aſſizes. 


[AD. in his manuſcript, does not give an 
account of what happened at the circuit-court at 
Glaſgow, in April ; but this is fupplied by the follows 
ing note: which, indeed, verifies much of what he 
has above narrated.--Upon this trial, he turned eui- 
dence againſt his companions ; but he ſeems to have 
been aſhamed to confeſs it *.] 
But 


* On Wedneſday the 28th of April, 1790, the Circuit Court 

of Juſticiary was opened at Glaſgow, before Lord Hailes and 
Lord Swinton, William Haines, ſoldier in the 5th regiment, 
then quartered there, was brought to the bar, accuſed of robbing 
a chapman near Anderſton. The Advecate-depute paſſed from 
the trial on account of a defect in the execution of the indict- 
ment. The diet was deſerted pro loco et tempore, and the priſoner 
recommitted. 
The ſame day Janet Robertſon, wife of William Tuffnal, ſol- 
dier in the ſaid 7th regiment, was brought to the bar accuſed of 
theft; but the ſame defc in the execution appearing, ſhe was re- 
manded to priſon, 

On Thurſday the 29th of April, William Tuffnal, Henry 
Moſs, Peter Hixon, John Hiſlop, and David Alexander Dun- 
lop, all ſoldiers in the 7th regiment, were brought to the bar, 
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But the war beginning, I was relieved to 
go abroad with the regiment for Gibraltar. 
When we marched from Glaſgow, our 
route was for Linlithgow. I was ordered to 
be confined in the guard houſe at every place 
till the regiment embarked at Leith, But un- 
derſtanding that my wife would not be al- 
lowed to go with me, I was determined to de- 
ſert if a fit opportunity offered. I was under 
charge of a ſerjeant and twelve men, but l 
made my eſcape at night from them at Linlith- 
gow, without either coat or hat. I took the di- 
rect road to Edinburgh, as at that time my wife 
was there with her father, who is a cow-feed- 

| er 

acculed of breaking inta feveral ſhope and houſes in Glaſgow and 
the neighbourhood, and carrying off ſhirts, ſtockings, gowns, 
- petticoats, yarn, &e. &c, Alſo accuſed of breaking into a cel- 
lar in that city, and ſtealing ſeveral box ſmoothing irons, a falt 
tongue, ſix bottles of ale, &c. Alſs accuſed of breaking into the 
; houſe of Daniel M' Alpine, baker in Glaſgow ;— into the houſe 
of one Boutman at the ſouth end of the new bridge; into Mr 
Colvill's cellar ;—avd ſtealing from theſe places a great number 
of articles. David Alexander Dunlop was alſo accuſed of having 
broke into a warehouſe in the high-ſlreet of Glaſgow. 

Upon this occaſion, Gadeſby, their accomplice turned evidence 


againſt them, but from the defect in the execution of the indict- 
ment, which was, that one of the witneſſes lad flood on the pil- 


lory 
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er in Fountain-bridge. I ran about three r 
ſour miles, and then got the coulter of 2 
plough, with which 1 opened a ſlable· door, 
and took a horſe, which I rode a confiderable | 
way, and thereby prevented the party from | 
overtaking me, I reached Edinburgh about 
five o'clock in the morning, and went ſtraight i 
to my father · in- aws houſe. My wife inſtant- 
ly got up, and I was ſoon provided with a coat 
and hat. We then went together to War- 
rander's park, adjoining to Bruntsfield links. 
Here we ſat down a long time to conſider 
what was to be done. My wife went to 
her father's to fetch me ſome breakfaſt, but 
when ſhe arrived there, ſhe found a party in 
ſearch of me. They not being able to get 
any intelligence from her, they took her in- 
to cuſtody, and kept her till the evening. 
When ſhe was diſmiſſed, ſhe came to me; 
and 
lory ſor adhibiting his name to falſe executions, the diet was de- 
ſerted, and they were recommitted. | 
Soon after this, the armaments in the proſpect of a war with 
Spain took place, and the th regiment was ordered to embark 
at Leith for Gibraltar, In conſequence of which order the above- 
mentioned ſoldiers were liberated, in the yiew of their immediately 


embarking for Gibraltar. ' But Gadeſby deſerted on the march to 
Leith,and remained in this country to be banged for future crimes, 


„ 
and I was very impatient to learn what had 
Saſſed. | | N 
We got a lodging the two following nights 


in Richmond ſtreet, and then took a room 


near the Gibbet-toll; where we lived till the 
regiment was embarked, and had failed from 
Leith for Gibraltar. 
[Here Gadeſby's manuſcript ends.] 
NOT E. 

gome time after the embarkation of the 7th regiment at Leith, 
ſeveral houſe and ſhop-breakings happened in Edinburgh; and alſo 
ſome ſtreet robberies, 'This induced the magiſtrates to make a 
ſearch. The conſtables with the proper officers attending, were 
defired to meet at twelve o'clock at night, on the gth of Auguſt, 
and different parties allotted to ſearch ſeparate parts of the city, 
and to commit all ſuſpicious perſons for examination till next day. 
In conſequeuce of this ſearch, nineteen ſuſpicious perſons were 
committed, and among others William Gadeſby, was ſeized by 
x very active and intelligent gentleman belonging to the Council 
Chamber, who went out to ſee what was paſſing in the ſtreet, till 
the conſtables ſhould return from their duty. Gadeſby was taken 
in the Cowgate, at the foot of the College-wynd. His hair was 
untied, and he had a bludgeon in his right-hand. When he was 
ſeized he fell a trembling. He was conveyed to the guard, and on 
being ſearched, an open knife was found in his waiſtcoat pocket, 

The two recent ſtreet robberies that had occaſioned the ſearch 
were ;— firſt, that of a turnpike keeper, to the ſouth of the ci- 
ty, whoſe watch and money had been taken, after he was knock- 
ed down, by two men. His watch was not pulled from his pock- 
et, but cut out with a knife, and his breeches pocket was al- 


ſo cut, where his money was. Theſe cireumſtances led to a 
ſtrong 
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Krong ſuſpicion againft Gadeſby, next day upon his examination, 
Wee 2 
deſerter. 

The other ſtreet robbery nns l enn en the-fourk 
end of the mound of earth, leading from the Old to the New 
Town. This gentleman was moſt eruelly uſed, and wag Joſt for 
dead. His watch and money were taken. 

Dallas was taken up the ſame night, but on cxemiention dialef 
all knowledge of Gadeſby, and lay many weeks in priſon on 
ſtrong ſuſpicion, He afterwards turned king's evidence againſt 
Gadeſby as has been mentioned. [See note, page 40+] 

When Gadeſby underſtood, that Dallas had turned evidence 
againſt him, he gave himſelf up for loſt ; and deſired permiſſion 
to have pen, ink, and paper, that he might make a full confeſ- 
ſion of his crimes. It was during this paroxyſm of deſpair and 
penitence that he wrote the foregoing Narrative. 

William Gadeſby was brought to trial before the High Court 
of Juſticiary on Monday the 2oth of December, 1790. He was 
indicted for three robberies, one theft, and a houſe-breaking, 
viz. ½, for aſſaulting and robbing William Proctor on the 3 1ſt 
of July, at the back of the Caſtle, or the Caſtle-walk. 24, Tho- 
mas Elliot, near the Sciennes, or near the Archers Hall, on the 
2d of Auguſt. 34, James Logan on the Earthen Mound on the 
4th of Auguſt. 4h, Of ſtealing a filyer watch from Thomas 
Tate in the Cowgate; and 5/5, of breaking into the houſe of 
William Lyon, at Kirkbrachead, and ſtealing a number of arti- 
cles, | 

The jury returned their verdict next day, Tueſday the 21ſt of 
Decewber, unanimouſly finding William Gadeſby guilty of the 
4th and 5th charges in the indictment; but finding the 1ſt, 2d, 
and zd charges not proven, | 


This laſt part of the verdict was owing to Dallas his accom- 


8 plice, 


1 


ere 
| counſel Gadeſby pled av arreſt of judgement 
—— > 

Lords the ebe e e ee 
and delayed conſideration of them till Friday the 25th. 

On that day the Lords delivered their opinions at conſiderable 
length, on the objeQions flated by the counſel for Gadeſby, and 
antimenty rpdled them | 
William Gadeſby was then, with the uſual awful ſolemnit 
| ies, 
WWW 


AP E N DI X. 


(GADESBY; during his trial, behaved with 
ſeemingly great unconcern. About a fort- 
night preceding the day appointed for his 
execution, he gave hints that he would make 
diſcoveries of importance to the country be- 
fore he died. He had been urged by a wor- 
thy clergyman, who attended Falconer and 
Bruce while in priſon, who were hanged 3 
for robbing the Dundee bank, in February * 
1788, to ſay, if he knew any thing of that 
tranſaction :—Gadeſby ſaid, that in proper 
time he ſhould have information *—The 

| night 


„On the toth of January, Gadeſby wrote a lettet to Ten- 

nant, in which he ſays, © I muſt inform you, that I nick Molly 

Blood.” In the ſlang language this means, I ſhall cheat the gal- 

lows, or eſcape being hanged. From this it appears, that he 

had then hatched ſome ſcheme of eſcaping puniſhment.—— In 

the ſame letter he mentions, © A churey I have planked in my ceſi t 

4 that is, A knife, or inſtrument, I have concealed in my room. 
A ſearch was made, and a piece of an iron hoop was found * 


„ 

night immeGately preceding the day for his 
execution, he deſired to be furniſhed with 
pen, ink, and paper. He that night wrote 
= an of his being concerned in the 
robbery of the Dundee bank, and named his 
accomplices. This written confeſſion was 
given to the Lord Provoſt in the inorning.— 
It demanded attention, as a rumour had been 
prevalent, that Falconer and Bruce were in- 
prog the crime for which they had daß. 
fered. | 

Oadeſpy- 's confellica Was conveyed to the 

crown lawyers; and from them to the Lords 
of Juſticiary. The Lord Provoſt; and Sherif£ 
of the county,” were requeſted to examine 
Gadeſby on this written confeſſion. They 
did ſo; and Gadeſby was pointed and circum» 
ſtantial with regard to the robbery of the 
bank; He ſaid he had but an hour or two 
to live, and could have no motive in deceiv- 
ing them. He even offered to ſwear upon 
the Bible, that what he ſaid was true; for, 


as 4 dying man, he wiſhed to unburden his 


conſcience. The train of circumſtances 
he narrated, the condeſcending on the per- 
ſony concerned, and the mariner in which he 

behaved 


1 
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behaved himſelf within an ae el the | 
time of his execution, induced the Lords of 
Juſticiary very properly to ſuſpend the exe- 
cution till Wedneſday the 23d of February, 
to give time to enquire into the truth of ſo 
ſingular a confeſſion; and under ſuch a com- 
bination of circumſtance s. 

* Whether the Lords Commilſioners of jalieiary lad « pot 
by law; of ſuſperiding the ſentence, has been much agitated; 
but ſurely the fingularity of the caſe made it expedient : and 


it is ſomt᷑ hat extraordinary, that no caſe of a ſimilar kind has 


occurred in the criminal records of this country, If the law has 
not provided for ſuch a caſe, it certainly ſhould. An iundcent 
perſon by a ttain of evidence may be condenined, and within an 
hour of his execution his innocenee may be made apparent :=— 
Would any perſon ſay that a ſuſpenſion of the ſentence ſhoyld 
not take place? It would require a week at leaſt to apply to the 
royal prerogative, and have ar anſwer, and the cxigency of ſack 
a cafe would render that impoſſible ;—isit not then common ſenſe, 
that a ſuſpenſion ſhould be granted; and if the cauſes for grant 
ing it, are afterwards r ee 
power of taking it off ? 

The caſe of Tennant was very different: reſpite was granted 
by the ſecretdty of ſtate, on the 3d of February, 1790, to a cet- 
tain day, to give time for receiving and conſidering the report of 
the Court, The report of the Court was ſent up, but no anſwer 
——— — — —— — agrecable to 
the tenor of the reſpite. | 

The execution was therefore fuſpended till an anſwer was 
made, 
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Gadeſby knew nothing of this reſolutiori 
of the Lords of Juſticiary to grant a reſpite, 
| The guard ſurrounded the place of execution 
at the uſual hour, and the whole apparatus, 
as on ſuch ſolemn occaſions, was ready: an 

immenſe multitude of ſpectators attended. 
At the uſual time that criminals come 


upon the platform, Gadeſby ſaid he was 

ready, and wiſhed to die,—it was the hap- 
pieſt day of his life. Three quarters of 
an hour after this, the reſpite was intimated 
to him, and he expreſſed difſatisfaQtion at it, 


was diſpatched with a warrant ® take up, 

and bring for examination, the perſons na- 
med in Gadeſby's information. There 
were four perſons named as concerned in the 
robbery of the bank: (two at Dundee, one at 
Arbroath, and Gadeſby himſelf, Mr Wil- 
liamſon reached at five in the morn- 
ing, the 3d of February, - The watchman 
ſhewed him to the houſe he wanted, and the 
man was found quietly ſleeping in his houſe, 
not eng of ſuch a wakening. He was 
| conveyed 


190 


| e to priſon, and Mr Williamſon af. - 
 terwards proceeded to Arbroath. There the 
perſon againſt whom he had a warrant was 
gone to ſea, He returned to Dundee, where 
the ſtreets were immenſely crowded from 
what had happened a few hours before, Mr 
' Williamſon brought his priſoner to Edin- 
burgh next morning. The other perſon 
in Dundee, againſt whom he had a warrant, 
was not to be found: he had loft che place 


ſome time before. 

The ſ1ſpeted perſon brought to Edin- 
burgh by Mr Williamſon, was examined 
in the Sheriff's chambers, on the forenoon _ 
of the 4th of February, Gadeſby was 
brought from priſon, hand-cuffed, in a chair, 
and was defired to pick out his accomplice, 
or accomplices, from a dozen of people aſſem- 

bled, the perſon from Dundee making one 
of them, 

He was told to examine deliberately the 
whole people there aſſembled, He looked 
round and pitched upon one man. This 
perſon being removed, he pitched upon ano- 
ther. That one alſo being removed, he was 

fleſired to ſee if there were any more Lock 


„ 
ing round, he ſaid, No more. The two per- 
ſons condeſcended on belonged to Edinburgh, 
His alledged —_ from Dundee he did 


not know, 

Nothing could prove more Aecifively, that 
all he had ſaid was an artful contrivance to 
delay his execution,———He never afterwards 


ſpoke on this ſubject, 


On Tueſday the 15th of February, the 
Lords of Juſticiary met in the robing room, 
to take into conſideration a petition, which 
had been preſented to them by the council for 


Gadeſby, ſtating, —That as William Gadeſ- 


by had not been executed on Wedneſday the 


.2d of February according to his ſentence, he 


could not be proceeded againſt, unleſs upon 
a trial and. conviction for a different crime 
than that for which he had formerly been 
tried: and, therefore, praying the Court, to 
recal their interlocutor, ordaining him to be 
hanged on the 23d of February, 

The Court unanimouſly refuſed the deſire 


of the petition. 


On Tueſday the 22d of February he wrote 
his laſt ſpeech and dying words, which 


he delivered to che! inner Keeper of the Jail,— 


It 


1 


It coincides exactly with the foregoing Nar- 
rative, and is a ſtrong teſtimony of the truth 
of what he has written. 

On Wedneſday the 23d of February, at 
two o'clock, afternoon, the guard, as uſual, 
ſurrounded the place of execution. The pri- 
ſoner was ſoon after brought on the platform. 

The Magiſtrates attended about a quarter 
after two, and ſoon after Gadeſby was 
brought upon the ſcaffold. He addreſſed the 
multitude in a long ſpeech, delivered in a 
loud, firm tone of voice. He went over 
almoſt the whole circumſtances in the fore - 
going Narrative. He adviſed the officer on 
guard at the caſtle, to examine all chairs that 
went out at night, for he had often gone out 
in a chair unſuſpected, and committed many 
thefts and robberies in and about Edinburgh 
which he had not before mentioned. He 
perſiſted to the laſt moment, that what he 
had ſaid reſpecting the Dundee bank was true, 
and that Falkoner, Bruce, and Dick, were in- 
nocent of the crime. And this he again re- 
peated when the night- cap was drawn over 
his eyes, and not a minute before the plat- 


form dropped. 
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